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In Pursuit of Livelihood: Significance of Cash from Tourists to Local

People’s Livelihood in Ethiopia

I was in South Omo Zone of Ethiopia for
three weeks in the months of August through
September of 2017 to conduct my preliminary
research for my Ph.D. dissertation. Two
women heads of households were selected in
two villages.

Ms. Mare (individual names are pseudonym

hereinafter) lives in village A, approximately

Azeb GirmAT*

3 km away from the zonal city of Jinka in
South Omo Zone. Mr. Degefe, the chair
of a local tourist guide association called
“New-Future for Tomorrow’s Humanity,”
introduced me to Ms. Mare as one of the
households visited by tourists in the village.

She agreed to host me to conduct my research

to understand how tourism sector contribute

* Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University

31T



TUT - 77V HHIERE 55172 5

to the livelihood of the local people. So she
is one of the two women heads of households
who agreed to participate in an in-depth in-
terview to understand my case. In contrast to
the peri-urban setting of Mare’s realities, Ms.
Gowa, an agro-pastoralist also had agreed to
be my host in village J., Salamago Wereda, of
the Mursi people, one of the 16 ethnic groups
in South Omo Zone, approximately 70 km
from the zonal city of Jinka. I was introduced
to Ms. Gowa by a member of another tourist
guide association called “Pioneer Vision Local

Guide Association.”

Mare’s Daily Toil, the Case of Village A

Ms. Mare, lives in a single rented house with
her six-year old daughter. She is originally
from a bordering Bench Maji Wereda, which
is west of South Omo Zone. When Ms. Mare
was four years old, her mother fled with three
of her siblings from a conflict that killed her
father during a cattle raid by a neighboring
ethnic group to settle in the village they live
now. The village is one of the settlement
areas of the villagization scheme of the
1980s in Ethiopia that was in acted to bring
sprawled villages together along grid lines
[Naty 2002]. Ms. Mare said the people in
village A were very welcoming and had made
them feel at home. Ms. Mare makes Areke,
a local distilled alcoholic drink, a skill she
She sells her

had learned from her mother.

Areke to a retailer every week who gives her

312

a better deal than the market price. During
my interview and observation, I learned that
her weekly activities are focused on making
Areke. There is not a single hour that is left
for repose. The day after I arrived, Ms. Mare
invited me to join her to the nearby forest, to
collect firewood. She needs about one hour
for the round trip and another one or two
hours for collecting firewood. She told me
she takes such trips sometimes up to twice a
day.

She collects twigs and leaves in this forest
hiding from the forest guards. The villagers
nearby, like Ms. Mare, are prohibited to
collect wood in the forest, even if just leaves
and twigs. A bundle of wood cost up to
75 Ethiopian Birr, equivalent to $3.26. She
cannot afford to buy wood for Areke making,
therefore she has to make trips to the forest.
In addition, she exchanges the residue from
the Areke for two bundles of wood with a
neighbor who use it for cattle feed. Once
back from the forest, Ms. Mare runs out to
fetch water from the near-by river, because the
neighborhood tap water is often out of order.

On Mondays, it is Ms. Mare’s turn to
sell her Borde, a grain beer that she makes
alongside Areke during the week. Thanks
to the arrangement among the female Borde
sellers, each woman, like Ms. Mare, can also
use the common kitchen to herself all day to
receive her customers who come to buy her

Borde and snack. All villagers come to drink



Photo 1.

Areke Making

Borde and eat the snack she prepared, with
farmers starting early in the morning before
they go to their fields.

I calculated Ms. Mare’s one week income
and expenditure to see what she earned from
her main activities. Her total weekly expend-
iture of 1,357 birr ($59.00) is over her total
weekly income of 1,219 birr ($53.00). Ms.
Mare is at a loss. I went to the local market
to check the prices of all inputs for Areke
and Borde against the quotation she gave me.
Except for a few variations, the prices she

provided were consistent.

Every Little Cent Helps

One afternoon Mr. Degefe’s guide association
visited Ms. Mare with two Spanish tourists.
They were excited. I asked them what in
particular they liked about their experience.
They said, “this is real—showing people’s life
and experience, which for us is amazing to
Their

see how people live with little means.”

visit was very short but the guide from the
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association gave Ms. Mare 25 birr ($1.08).
On another day, two young Israelis came and
they too were happy to visit the households.
They said “this is the visit we enjoyed and
learned positively from the experience.” In
the other sites, they felt out of place. They
said, “sort of like us being the White Walkers
returned...as in the Games of Thrones.”
They hoped that these households would
get enough money from the fee that they
paid. Ms. Mare received another 30 birr
($1.30) from the visit. For the households,
the business relationship is a kind of a love-
and-hate. They complain that the amount the
guide association gives them is meager and
inconsistent, but then they do not want to
complain openly because they are scared they
will lose the income altogether. At the very
minimum, the cash she receives from tourists
is going towards her daily needs, something

she uses instantly.

Waiting for Tourists, the Case of Village J

I traveled to the second village, Village ]
of Mursi people to continue the relevant
investigation. Village ] is located in the
wooded grasslands of the Lower Omo valley
of south-western Ethiopia at an elevation of
645 a.s.l., approximately 10-20 km east of
the Omo River. Village J is a cattle settlement
about 20-minute walk off the road that

crosses the Mago National Park and Tama

Wildlife Reserve towards the Omo River.
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This road also gives access the tourist to the
tourist sites that are by the side of the road.
The day after I arrived, the morning was cool
and it was drizzling slightly at around § am
in the morning. Ms. Gowa, my host, the first
to get up, was having a conversation with
Ms. Gowa is a

She lives

her three-year-old daughter.
mother of six girls and two boys.
in the settlement with four other households.
All the mothers get up early and hurry to milk
the cows.

After breakfast of porridge (Tilla) and
buttermilk (Kirana), the cattle leave with their
herders who are men and young boys. The
women then leave for the tourist site to get
prepared and wait for the tourists. Painting
their face to earn 5 birr ($0.21) per photo-
shoot and last-minute decoration of their lip
plates to be sold to tourist as souvenirs for
50 birr ($2.17) each. During our interview,
I asked when they do their other tasks. Rain
fed cultivation is the women’s main task in
Mursi land and provides 75% of their food
need. Normally, they start rain-fed cultiva-
tion by March/April [Turton 1986] near their
cattle settlement. They also engage in a flood
retreat cultivation by the Omo River that
begins from September or October. Flood
retreat cultivation is a type of cultivation that
utilizes the difference between water levels in
the rainy and dry season to grow crops on the
riverbank slopes [Matsuda 1996]. Ms. Gowa

told me that they have not done cultivation
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Photo 2. Cattle in Village J

for the last five years. I asked how they
manage. Ms. Gowa replied that they received
enough money from tourist to cover for their
needs. Porridge from maize and sorghum
flour is their staple food combined with
Kirana. The women spend a lengthy time of
their day milling flour. At this quick glance,
it seems that the money from tourists is used
to buy maize flour, which means the women
do not have to mill all day. It saves them
energy and time as well as cutting the task of
cultivating of the grain.

On another occasion, Ms. Gowa’s grand-
daughter was crying nonstop. Everyone was
worried. Suddenly a car came to the village
for a visit and Ms. Gowa and all the women
begged the driver to take the mother and
child to the hospital in the city. Ms. Gowa
gave her daughter money to pay for necessary
expenses. Her leave happens without
notifying her husband who is away herding.

Earlier in my interview, Ms. Gowa had told

me that typically their cattle are the means



to raise cash for all incidentals, and that is
normally the decision of the husband [Turton
1986]. This leads to another observation that
the money coming from tourists seems to be
giving the women freedom to decide. Even
the young girls have their own mobile phones,
look at Facebook pages, and enjoy songs from
the cities while living in the middle of the
forest where there is no electricity or running
water.

I notice that tourists are further penetrating
into their secluded parts. One morning while
we were staying at the cattle settlement, we
heard people coming; they were tourists! They
came to see the bloodletting process to mix
with milk (Ergebola) to drink. Later Ms.
Gowa told us that the tourists will pay up
to 1,000 birr ($43.47) but the village will be
given 600 birr ($26.08). Typically, the money
is given to the father/husband. Ms. Gowa
said, “If the local guide would stop being a

barrier, they would earn even more.”

Preliminary Conclusion

In this short study, it appears that local people’s
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earning from tourism is enabling them make
their ends meet, therefore an amount they

cannot ignore. Women, particularly in case

two, are benefiting from the cash they earn
giving them the freedom to use as necessary.
What is striking is also to note that the unique
life experience and culture of the local people
is the source of engine and the very pull factor

for the sector in this region.
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The Revitalization of Wagf (Islamic Endowment)

for Social Well-Being in Malaysia

Nur Izzati Binti MoHAMAD NORZILAN™

1. Definition of Wagqgf
The wagqf which is also spelled as wakaf or

waqaf® is an institution of donation with

a long tradition in Islamic practice that has

* Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University

1) The word wagqf also spelled as wakaf, waqaf or sometimes awqaf (plural) is the variation of spelling usually used

depends on the researcher, location or country. In English, wagf is usually used. In case of Malaysia, wakaf and

waqaf spelling are commonly used and understand by the society, which wakaf spelling translated as according to the

Malaysian language. While waqaf used to show the understanding of the society on the spelling as according to the

Arabic words.
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played a dominant role within the social
framework of Muslim society. The purpose
of wagqf is to act as charity in the promotion
of Islamic views and values. Wagqf is derived
from the Arabic term that means to hold,
prevent, or restrain. In practical terms, wagqf
is defined as a permanent submission by a
Muslim of a valuable property such as land or
building to the ownership of Allah (SWT)?.
For example, wagqf land means that land that
have been endowment for the public use.
Properties donated as wagqf are reserved for
good objects with the getting close to Allah
(SWT) [Othman 2013: 4]. Previously, most
waqf donors preferred their endowments to
be devoted to maintaining religious institu-
tions, such as the construction of mosques or
other places of worship that could symbolize
the act of getting closer to Allah (SWT), such
as education centers and cemeteries [Othman
2013: 93].

Wagqf is regarded as charitable giving in
Islamic tradition. Its main purpose as Islamic
endowment is to provide support toward soci-
ety, especially those in need, and all activities
that benefit society, such as education, health,
and other public interests [Yaacob 2013:
397]. Under the Islamic system, wagqf is used
to provide a wide range of welfare not only
toward Muslims but also non-Muslims.

In modern practice, which began in the

early 2000, the wagqf framework is used to
provide not only properties but also sources
of financial development. Hence, wagf has
played a significant role in contemporary
Malaysian economy and improving welfare
in Malaysian society. Malaysia continues to
seek reform in the development of wagqf to
meet the needs of society. Amid economic
challenges in recent years, the Malaysian
government has seen waqf as a potential
solution for the social instability among the
Malaysian society. However, many issues
need to be resolved with respect to wagqf
practice in Malaysia.

This paper presents a discussion on the
development and revitalization of waqf prac-
tice in Malaysia in recent years. The author
conducted a field research to obtain a clear
picture on the status of wagf and the crucial
issues regarding waqf practices in Malaysia.
Interviews with the Majlis Agama Islam
Negeri Perak (MAIPk) and Kumpulan Wagqaf
An-Nur Corporation (WANCorp) officers
were conducted to gain insight on the practice
of wagqf in the state religious institution and
private institution, as both have distinct ways
in managing and operating their institution

and in the practice of the wagf.

2. Wagf Revitalization in Malaysia

Voluntary and charitable activities in the form

2) SWT: Subbanabu wa ta’ala, Arabic for “May He be glorified and exalted.”
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of wagqf have received much attention than
in the early 2000, as wagqf it believed to be
a strong hold of the Islamic economy. The
government has implemented a variety of
incentives to help religious and private insti-
tutions in order to ensure the success of wagqf
developments in Malaysia. For example, the
federal government has taken the important
role of consolidating wagqf activities at the
national level by allocating a fund to finance
various wagqf lands in Malaysia.

Jabatan wakaf, zakat dan haji (JAWHAR)
was established in March 2004, under the
former Prime Minister of Malaysia, Tun
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi. The aimed for
the JAWHAR establishment was to have
systematic and effective waqf administrative
throughout the country. The role of JAWHAR
is to plan, coordinated, observe the wagqf
administration system and develop a system-
atical wagqf institution in Malaysia. In order
to revitalize the development of wagf in
Malaysia, the government provided almost
RM 9.1 billion for the development of wagqf
land in Malaysia. In 2011, eight projects
were developed under the JAWHAR program
established in states of Malaysia. The project
development including education center in
Pulau Pinang, hemodialysis center in Batu
Pahat, Johor and business center in Ulu Kinta,
Perak. Few important projects such as the
construction of several wagqf hotels in the

Regency Seri Warisan Hotel, Taiping Perak
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and Pantai Puteri in Tanjung Kling, Melaka
was successful been inaugurated in 2011.

Generally, all wagqf properties in Malaysia
are governed under the state Islamic Religious
Council or Majlis Agama Islam Negeri
(MAIN). All wagqf properties need to be reg-
istered as endowments to MAIN, which then
automatically becomes the trustee of all wagqf
assets. All 14 states in Malaysia have their
own MAIN, each with their own management
and organizational structure.

The development of wagf in Malaysia
has transformed the institutional structure
within the wagf system. One change is seen
in private institutions and professional bodies
establishing wagqf entities outside the religious
realm. Previously, the most popular and
customary forms of waqf were related to
lands and buildings. Contemporary wagqf
forms, however, are gaining popularity among
communities owing to their flexible mecha-
nisms. Cash wagf and corporate wagf are
particularly seeing wide practice in Malaysia.
Cash wagqf was initiated by Yayasan Wakaf
Malaysia (YWM) to enhance their liquid
assets and derived capital gains that could
be utilized to meet the aims under the waqf
charter.

State wagqf institutions have reformed ex-
isting legislations and regulations to consider
options in improving waqf management. For

example, MAIPk has revised and enacted their

laws, from Islamic Religious Administration
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Enactment 1992 (Enactment No. 2 of 1992)
to Islamic Religious Administration Enact-
ment (Perak) (Enactment No. 4 of 2004).
Meanwhile, Johor Corporation (JCorp) has
undertaken corporate wagqf to align and inte-
grate its corporate social responsibility (CSR)
activities with Islamic teaching and principles,
embedding the same in their corporate vision
of “Corporate wagqf for Business Jihad.”
Trends in wagqf revitalization in Malaysia
show how a self-sustaining model for waqf
could generate and utilize wagqf income.

3. Scope of Fieldwork

The research covered Majlis Agama Islam
Negeri Perak (MAIPk) and Kumpulan
Wagqaf An-Nur Corporation (WANCorp),
which is a JCorp subsidiary that appoints a
representative for company wagqf shares. Both
institutions eagerly promote waqf to receive

donations from the public, such as through

JomM aed&mr-

berwakafl -
P Aﬁ‘* El-

Photo 1. Cash Wagf Promotion Banner by Majlis

Agama Islam Negeri Perak (MAIPk)
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radio ads and road shows in such public areas

as bus terminals and mosques.

3.1 Wagqf Perak Ar-Ridzuan (WPAR) under
the Majlis Agama Islam Negeri Perak
(MAIPk)

Wagqf Perak Ar-Ridzuan (WPAR) is a wagqf
department under MAIPk established on
February 12, 2006. WPAR aims to empower
the wagqf institution for the sake of waqf
assets preservation as well as the well-being
and advancement of society. WPAR promotes
cash wagqf. Donations are used according to
the donor intention; donors can select their
intended wagqf projects according to WPAR’s
four project areas of education, health,
religious activities, and economy.

Recently, WPAR launched a wagqf business
center in Mukim Hulu Bernam Timur,
Muallim District, Perak (State). It is located
next to Masjid Al-Hidayah Bandar Behrang
2020, Slim River. It includes six units of
business premises. The development of this

business center aimed to offer opportunities

for small start-up entrepreneurs. WPAR plans

Photo 2. Clinic Wagaf An-Nur by Johor Corpora-
tion in Masjid Besar Bukit Tiram, Johor



Photo 3. The Wagaf An-Nur Dialysis Centre in
Masjid Besar Bukit Tiram, Johor

to expand this wagqf business center project to
the whole of Perak.

3.2 Kumpulan Waqaf An-Nur Corporation

(WANCorp)

Corporate waqf was initiated by the private
sector in Malaysia. The first private body to
initiate corporate wagqf in Malaysia success-
fully was Johor Corporation (JCorp). Most
of the wagqf funds of JCorp are allocated to
healthcare and for charity purposes through
their subsidiary, WANCorp. In terms of
funds distribution, JCorp’s waqf steering
committee agreed that entrepreneurship is
the central theme of its CSR. To promote
the culture of entrepreneurship, WANCorp
has established three business clubs to help
Malay entrepreneurs in particular establishing
business networks with Muslims. This goal
was implemented through the Tunas Bistari
and Siswa Bistari Programmes which sought
to train the community with respect to the
necessary business skills and mindset of

entrepreneurship. Another most outstanding

community program of JCorp is the wagqgf
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Photo 4. Field Visit in Majlis Agama Islam Negeri
Perak (MAIPk)

clinic charity that targets the poor and needy.
The clinics run across Malaysia, serving vari-
ous ethnic groups from different backgrounds

and religious affiliations.

4. Conclusion

In the interviews conducted during the
fieldwork, the officers from the representative
institutions highlighted the importance of
wagqf revitalization in Malaysia, particularly
the transformation in wagqf practice, to
ensure that assets could be accumulated for
engendering societal good. Although there
has been criticism on the wagf revitalization
in Malaysia, with a number of foreign
researchers noting its money-oriented nature,
the practitioner and researcher in Malaysia
consider that the current approaches are
necessary to encourage the development of

wagqf so its potential could be fully realized.
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Indeed, most of the MAIN councils are
faced with fund shortage in developing wagqf
property assets.

Lastly, the fieldwork has given the author
the opportunity to gather data on the waqf
fund distribution by both MAIPk and
WANCorp. The interviews shed light on the
institutional practice of wagqf revitalization
in Malaysia, enabling the author to identify
variables for future analysis. The author in-
tends to explore the perceptions, experiences,

and opinions of wagqf experts in Malaysia.

336

It is our hope to help encourage a proactive
attitude toward wagf as a means for uplifting
society by meeting the needs and resolving

long-standing problems in society.
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